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second national religion of the Sassanid State.  This heroic
body of Christians, this Church of the Martyrs, will remain
attached, despite cruel memories, to its original home.   It
will spread in Sassanid Iran and later in Mussulman Persia
the science of Greece and will carry its knowledge and its
faith across the solitudes of central Asia as far as China, where
the stele of Si-gnan-fu is a moving witness to its fidelity.
This  prodigious  Nestorian  missionary  activity has  been
spoken of as a second Alexander's conquest of Asia.   For
Byzantium it is a sort of 'involuntary' mission.  But on the
other hand the conquests of the Monophysites have almost
an official character.   From Egypt, 'heretical' but passion-
ately   Christian,   propaganda   radiated   towards   Ethiopia
(Axum) and Arabia, and Constantinople did not disavow the
zeal of these heterodox missionaries.   When the constancy
of the Christians of Himyar is overborne by Jewish tribes,
the Catholic Emperor Justin sends his Monophysite ally,
the Ethiopian king, to deliver the heroic companions of the
martyr Arethas. For the 'interior Mission'—the conversion
of the pagans of Asia Minor—Justinian will make use of the
Monophysite bishop, John of Ephesus, despite the brutality
of his methods.   Justinian and Theodora send concurrent
missions to the tribes of Nubia, and the Monophysites,
favoured by Theodora, will outdistance the Orthodox envoys
dispatched by her husband. Henceforth the wars of Byzan-
tium are holy wars, whether they are waged against pagans or
against heretics.  When the fleet of Belisarius sets forth for
Carthage, on board the admiral's vessel there is placed a
Vandal newly baptized according to the Orthodox rite. The
great campaigns of Heraclius are the first Crusades.  In the
ninth century when the Amorian and Macedonian sovereigns
begin anew the offensive against Islam, the enthusiasm of
the reconquest gives birth to a fresh missionary ardour and
these new missions will be amongst the most fruitful.   In
exceptional cases political considerations may prove un-
favourable to Christian propaganda. The Chazars of southern
Russia, allied with the Empire against the Mussulmans but
fearing the imperial supremacy, reject the faith both of Irene
and of Harun-al-Rashid and choose rather to adopt Juda-
ism for their religion.   It is under the victorious reign of

